In 1154, Anastasius IV confirmed the incorporation of the two insular sees of the Orkneys and of Sudreys and Man in the metropolitan province of the Norwegian church, which had been organized by the cardinal-legate Nicolaus Brekespeare in 1152. At that time Christianity had, for 150 years, been the official religion of the Norwegian population of those isles.
The Orkneys were christianized, in 995, by the Norwegian king Olaf r Tryggvason,^and as early as the middle of the following century the jarlar (i. e. counts) of the Orkneys gave the church in the isles a stronger organization, erecting an episcopal residence, the incumbents of which were consecrated by archbishops on the continent or in England, and thus from the very first directly connected with the Roman mother-church.
In the Norwegian colonies in the Sudreys (Hebudae, Hebrides) and in Man, the Norsemen seem to have accepted the Christian religion at the same time as their kinsmen in the Orkneys, although historical proofs are still lacking. As early as the second half of the eleventh century bishops with Norwegian names are found in Man, from which it is clear that the church of this island was organized by the Norwegian colonists. The contemporary state of Christianity in the Sudreys we do not know. When, in 1079, Guörgör Crovan had united the small kingdoms of these islands with Man, the ecclesiastical government of the church of the whole realm seems to have been committed to one bishop. The fact of the church of the united islands now paying obedience to an English metropolitan (York) seems to justify the conclusion that something like this had been Zeitechrlft f. celt. Philologie IX. 24 the case also before the union of the islands took place; thus these newly founded Norwegian congregations from their very origin must have been rooted in the Koman Church. In all these islands, however, Christianity is far older than the conversion of the Norwegian colonists to the Christian faith in its Roman form. For centuries before it had existed among the original Celtic population of the isles in its peculiar Irish form, and before the tempests of the viking-period one little island among the Hebrides had even been an important centre of missionary labour and Church culture: Hi (lona).
I. Man and the Hebrides.
Apart from the rich information obtainable from Adamnan's Life of Columba and the Irish Annals very little is known from written sources about Christianity or the Church in Man and the Hebrides before the Norwegian occupation. The Latin chronicle of the kings of Man and the Sudreys 1 ), written in Man between 1250 and 1260, contains no original information on the history of these islands till the second half of the eleventh century. The small chronicle of the bishops of Man and the Sudreys, which forms an appendix to the chronicle of .the kings, 2 ) commences at the same time, but it does not tell us anything about Church events before the time of the first Norwegian bishop, Roolwer; nor was it possible for the author to give us any such information, as he himself tells us; he did not know anything, he found nothing in writing, and could obtain no certain information from old people: 'Multi quidem a tempore beati Patricii, qui The chronicles of the kings and bishops of Man and the Sudreys were first published by William Camden in his geographical description of Britain ('Brittannia' 1586) , and have since been reprinted many times.
J ) The chronicles of the bishops were used by historians as early as the seventeenth century, and from this time onward one finds in a good many works lists of bishops of Man and the Sudreys, 2 ) taken from the same source. But as* it passes from author to author, the list has from time to time increased in length, not only downward, the recent bishops being successively included, but also upward; thus P. B. Gams (1873) 3 ) enumerates no less than 10 -11 bishops before Roolwer, the first name in the old Latin list. In the latest publications by A. W.Moore (1893, 1900) *) and W. Stubbs (1897) 5 ) most of these bishops, or all, are omitted. But nowhere will be found any valuable and sufficient reference to sources regarding these supposed bishops; it is not known, whether they have existed or not as bishops in Man or in the Hebrides; generally will be found in these lists the mere names only and at times some scanty and uncertain chronological and personal dates; the proofs of the author -if such there are -mostly consisting only in references to some other recent author, whose words naturally have not the value of primary sources.
As, however, passages mentioning some of these ante-Norwegian bishops occasionally occur in mediaeval sources, I was led to examine this matter more closely.
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) And I have come to the conclusion, that only a few of these bishops can possibly be considered as historical personages; most of them are the creations of uncritical historians. We also find some names that were unknown to the writers of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Christiania.
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